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Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Cnidaria
· First member of the Metazoa subkingdom – animals with true tissues 

· Includes jellyfish, sea anemones, and corals

· Animals with radial symmetry (as opposed to bilateral symmetry)

· REAAALLLLLY simply body plan – basically a bag made of two cell layers.  Ends up being a digestive sac surrounded by tentacles.

· These guys are carnivores – stinging cells with “harpoons” called nematocysts on the tentacles inject poison into prey, and the tentacles push the paralyzed prey into the digestive cavity
· The digestive sac has only one opening that serves as both the mouth and the anus.  (Gross.) Anything that can’t be digested gets spit back out.

· Very simple embryonic structure – they have ectoderm and endoderm, but no mesoderm (this type of embryo is called diploblastic)

· Very simple nervous system called a nerve net – no centralized brain 

